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In th is issueȣȢ 

× Pebbles on the shore 

 

× Advent Prayer Meetings 

 

× Young Church News 

 

× CTN Update 

 

× Churches of Scotland 

 

× Readings and Rotas for 

December and January 

Welcome to the 

December 2011 and 

January 2012 edition of 

Holy TrinityΩs magazine.   

In this ΨdoubleΩ edition, 

Tim writes a thought provoking article which challenges us to reflect 

upon the coming of God among us.  We have news from our Young 

Church and a Casting the Net Update as well as the usual digest of dates 

and up-coming events.  Look out for the Prayer GroupΩs invitation on 

page 5 to join with them in a series of Advent prayer meetings.  You 

may also want to look at our website which will also list details of 

services and events.   

The next edition of the 

magazine will be at the start 

of February 2012.  One year 

ends and another starts ς 

what is it they say about time 

flying when youΩre having 

fun?   

Of course itΩs the season of 

Advent which marks the start 

of our new liturgical year and 

so I donΩt think IΩm too early 

in wishing you all a Happy 

New Year!  Or perhaps more 

in keeping with the meaning 

of Advent, may I wish for you 

all hope, peace, joy and love in our new year in Christ. 

Elaine 
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As we enter the season of 

Advent and look forward to 

Christmas, I find myself 

reflecting on the story that we 

rehearse at this time of year. 

A story we tell in our hymns 

and readings, in our nativity 

plays and Christingle services 

ςa story brought to life by 

music and art; depicted on 

Christmas cards and crib 

scenes. 

!ƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 

familiar story ς one with 

which most people, both in 

and out of the church, feel 

ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΦ LǘΩs also a 

very simple story though, if 

we hear it properly, it has 

great power; power to 

question and challenge much 

that we hold dear. 

The message is simply this: 

that God is present with us; 

God is in our midst; but if we 

want to find him, we have to 

look in rather unlikely places. 

In the Christmas story, people 

were crying out to God for  

 

 

deliverance. They were 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 

powerful leaders. They had 

expected a King like David of 

old, anointed by God with 

great power and authority, 

ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ DƻŘΩǎ 

people to victory over their 

enemies. Instead, the story 

reveals the frightening truth. 

God has come to his people 

not in a king or a warrior - but 

in a humble child. God is to be 

found in the weakness and 

vulnerability of a baby in a 

manger; not in power, wealth 

or military authority. The 

message is radical. God isƴΩǘ 

to be found in the powerful; 

DƻŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

who have authority, control 

and dominion; but, rather, is 

to be found, in the weak, the 

helpless and the suffering. 

And that message surely 

should have the power to jolt 

us out of our festive nostalgia; 
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to waken us from our turkey 

and mulled wine induced 

sleep. It strikes at the very 

heart of our lives and of our 

society in which power and 

wealth are still rewarded and 

accorded status whereas 

those facing poverty and 

vulnerability are, all too often 

marginalised and unheard. 

But, the Christmas story 

presents a fundamental 

challenge to this way of 

things. It says that, that which 

we despise, that which we 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

to us is worthless, that which 

has no place in our society  is 

a fitting vessel for the 

manifestation of God. 

That familiar, simple 

Christmas story, which evokes 

a warm feeling of security and 

well-being in us, with 

attendant images of snow, 

Christmas trees and choirboys 

has a sharp cutting edge. A 

cutting edge which pierces 

right to the centre of our 

political, social and 

ecclesiastical hierarchies and 

challenges the very 

assumptions and tenets upon 

which they are based. No 

longer can we judge a 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

his wealth or position, no 

longer can we judge a 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

her intellect or power. No 

longer can we reject, exclude 

or ignore thƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƻǊ 

ŎŀƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΤ ƴƻ 

longer can we trample on the 

rights of the powerless and no 

longer can we exploit those 

who are desperate or who 

have no voice. 

The Christmas story is radical 

because it asserts that infinite 

value and infinite worth can 

be found especially in those 

who are despised and 

rejected by the rest of society 

- in those whom we ignore 

and exclude. 

!ƴŘ ǎƻ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƪŜ 

up; to question our values 
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and assumptions; to change 

our opinions of people; to see 

in all people that which is of 

great value; to recognise and 

acknowledge the presence of 

God in our midst and in all 

people no matter what their 

status, wealth or position.  

And so this Christmas, have a 

wonderful time and enjoy the 

festivities to the full. But 

whŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

minced pies and mulled wine 

have run out and when the 

months of turkey sandwiches 

have set in perhaps we might 

also remember that powerful 

and disturbing message 

contained in the Christmas 

story, and do something 

about it.  

Tim 

 

Festive Services 

2011 
 

Sunday 18 December 

11.00 am: Young 

Church Nativity; 

 3.00 pm: Service of 

Lessons and Carols 

 

Saturday 24 December 

(Christmas Eve)  

4.00 pm: Christingles; 

11.30 pm: Midnight 

Mass 

 

Sunday 25 December 

(Christmas Day)  

8.00 am: Eucharist 

(1662);  

10.00 am: Family 

Eucharist. 
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Advent Prayer Meetings 

The Prayer Group are hosting a series of prayer meetings 

for Advent. These will take place weekly, on Tuesday 

afternoons at 2.30pm in the church hall. There will be a 

different leader each week, including Tim and hopefully 

Valerie, and will include quiet music, appropriate prayers, 

meditations and intercessions. 

These meetings are open to everyone. You are invited to 

dip in to one or two or come to all of them ï the choice is 

yours. They are there to help you in your Advent journey 

and to provide a peaceful time to refresh yourselves 

spiritually amidst the hectic physical preparations for 

Christmas. Nothing will be asked of you ï just to óbeô not 

to ódo.ô 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask 

Doreen or Margaret. 

May God be with all of us in this Advent time of waiting. 

 

óGod waits silently 

in our inner recesses,  

the chambers of our soul,  

gazing lovingly 

on our treasure, 

awaiting our response.ô 

 

(Yvonne Morland) 
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All are welcome to come along to any or all of these events and 

partake of a nice cup of tea or coffee afterwards. 

 

 

 

 

All of our events are held in the Church Hall, start at 7.30 pm.  

and we are normally heading home by 9.00 pm. 

We do not meeting again until January 2012. 

Yvonne Gosling, Secretary 

Wives Group 

Monday 12th December  -  is our Christmas Party with a festive quiz, 
carol singing, lots of laughs and nibbles. 

Please come along and join us for some fun and good company. 

Decorating the Church for Christmas 

will be on Saturday 17th December at 

10.00. Could all my helpers plus anyone 

who would like to join in please give 

me their names. 

It has been suggested that the flower 

rota should be put up again and some 

of you have asked if I could give a few 

lessons on how to do the altar flowers. I 

would be happy to do this in the New 

Year and will put a notice in the 

February magazine. Gill Wardell 

Our thanks to the members of 

Holy Trinity Congregation who 

support our after-Church 

Coffees/Teas.  During the 

past year we have raised 

£1,200 for Church Funds. 

 

Doreen Esnol and Fay Spink 

 

Our t hanks to you too ladies  ð well done! (Ed) 
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Young Church News  
 

Iain wedge  entered the Peopleõs Bible competition recently at the 

Oasis centre in the Kingsgate. Al though his picture of Daniel and 

the Lionõs Den did not win, the organisers were very impressed 

with his submission  and both telephoned and sent a little note to 

commend him on his entry . Iain received a Bible World pencil, 

rubber and ruler. He was , however , even more excited by the 

Lion bar he was also given! 

  

  

 

 

  

Blue Peter Bake  a Difference 

Thank you to everyone who bought our baking on Sunday 6th 

November for the Blue Peter Bake Sale.  We raised £19.  The 

Blue Peter appeal this year is for BBC Children in Need.  

Rebecca & Sarah Cromwell 
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#ÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ .ÅÔ ,ÉÁÉÓÏÎ /ÆÆÉÃÅÒÓ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ 3ÔȢ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓȟ +ÉÒËÃÁÌÄÙȟ 

November 12th 

 

This is just a brief mention of a wonderful and Spirit-filled day 

members of churches across the Diocese spent ÁÔ 3ÔȢ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÏÎ 

Saturday 12th November. We were able to share experiences 

from all our very different angles ɀ some, like ourselves, are 

working through Mission Action Plans, some are working 

towards these with facilitators and others are not yet involved in 

the process. However, one very good point was made ɀ we are all 

casting the net in our worship and life together as Christian 

communities.  

During small group discussions a number of common themes 

became apparent, including the importance of worship that 

inspires, the significance of different kinds of music, reflecting 

where we all are as communities in our journeys of faith, looking 

for internal spiritual growth, praying before doing, the backing of 

our churches for our individual channels of outreach, the 

importance of welcomers (including the need for training) and 

ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÁÓ ȬÃÈÉÌÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÌÙȢȭ 

We also explored ways in which we could in our area groups 

offer support and encouragement to each other and share ideas. 

Our area group expressed the strong possibility of incorporating 

this within the framework of Area Council meetings, which are 

now going to be open to everyone in our churches due to their 

increasing use as educational forums. 

Margaret Dineley. 
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The Churches of Scotland ς with a thought to local history through maps 

There was an article in the Dundee Courier on 7 November that attracted my 

attention due to an interest in things past and archaeological, and in the history 

of Dunfermline.  Scottish Church Heritage Research (SCHR) is a comparatively 

new, small organisation that is creating a database of all buildings and places 

used for worship in Scotland in some considerable detail and importantly, a user 

friendly way. The website is http://www.scottishchurches.org.uk/ and it seems 

to have great potential for the reader with an interest in these things, whether it 

be in history, architecture or the development of churches in a particular 

locality.  Locating any church is easy and its location is enabled through a link to 

Streetmap. Photographs are aplenty. 

Our own Holy Trinity Church (the second, or is the third with this name in the 

town as you will see) features with a description and photos at 

http://www.scottishchurches.org.uk/sites/site/id/2265/name/Holy+Trinity+Epis

copal+Church+Dunfermline+Fife  

hǳǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ {ǘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ aŀǎǘŜǊǘon is listed, but with 

no other information other than the map link.  This site has had recent new 

build housing, just opposite Masterton Farm and no trace now exists, though 

the purpose of the site is preserved in the name of one of the houses there 

which retains some of the boundary of the church site.  It is interesting to trace 

the history of this location (or any other) via a great website ς http://www.old -

maps.co.uk/maps.html that has a library of historical maps since the mid 1800s.  

By looking at all the maps for the same location, a picture can be gradually built 

up to show the changes and development over the years to today. See what was 

there before your house was built! 

There are great opportunities to contribute to the SCHR website with 

knowledge, reference or photos as well as providing interest and entertainment 

for you to browse on a local basis or place known to you or your family. 

Phil Smithard 

 

 

http://www.scottishchurches.org.uk/
http://www.scottishchurches.org.uk/sites/site/id/2265/name/Holy+Trinity+Episcopal+Church+Dunfermline+Fife
http://www.scottishchurches.org.uk/sites/site/id/2265/name/Holy+Trinity+Episcopal+Church+Dunfermline+Fife
http://www.old-maps.co.uk/maps.html
http://www.old-maps.co.uk/maps.html
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Spirituality Event 

The Spirituality Event which was due to have taken place on 

November 12th was postponed due to the illness of Valerie, 

our curate, who was heavily involved in the organisation and 

running of the day. 

The event, which is to be ecumenical, has now been re-

scheduled for Saturday, 25th February and will be held at 

Rosyth Methodist Church. The date chosen is the first Saturday 

in Lent, our aim being to offer a spiritually uplifting experience 

as we all start our journeys through Lent to Easter. 

More details will be made available closer to the time, but in 

the meantime if anyone has any questions or wishes to 

express an interest in attending please contact Margaret 

Dineley (margaret.dineley@googlemail.com or 01383 624377). 

            One day, God speaks to Noah: 

óNoah', God says, óI want you to build another ark.'  
óWhat, like the last one?', says Noah.  
óYes,' replies God.  óExcept this time, I want it to have 14 decks.'  
Oh! And shall I lead all the animals into it, two by two, like last 
time?', says Noah.  
óNo, this time I only want you to lead fish into it'.  
Noah is a little puzzled.  óJust fish?', he asks.  
óYes,' says God.  óIn fact, just carp.'  
óJust carp?  Why carp?', Noah asks.  
óWell', says God, óI've always wanted a multi-storey carp ark!'  
 

mailto:margaret.dineley@googlemail.com

