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Welcome to the

* December 2011 and
January 2012 edition of
Holy Triniy® magazine.

In this WoubleQ edition,
Tim writes athought provoking articlevhich challenges us teeflect
upon the coming of God among usWe have news from our Young
Church and a Castj the Net Update as well #se usual digest of dates
and up-coming events. Loo&ut for the Prayer Grou@ invitation on
pageb5 to join with them in a series oAdvent prayer meetings.You
may also want to look at our website wibh will also list details of
services and events.

The next ediion of the| IN thisissue8 8
magazine will be at the start
of Februay 2012. One yeaj > Pebbleson the shore
ends and another startsg
what s it they say about time| % AdventPrayer Meetings
flying when yo@e having
fun? x  Young Church News

Of course @ the seaon of
Adventwhich marks the tart
of our new liturgical year and
so | dom® think In too early
in wishing you all aHappy
New Year O perhapsmore
in keeping with the meaning
of Advent may | wish for you
all hope, peace joy andlovein our new yeain Christ.

x  CTN Update
x  Churches of Scotland

x Readings and Rotas for
December and January

Elaine

Pagel ——



Pebbles on the shore

As we enter the season of ‘ ; 3
Advent and look forward to - . s
Christmas, | find myself

reflecting on the story that we deliverance. They  were

rehearse at tis time of year. f221Ay3 TFT2NJ D2RQA
A story we tell in our hymns powerful leaders. They had
and readings, in our nativity expected a Kingike David of
plays and Christingle services old, anointed by God with
Ga story brought to life by great power and authority,
music and art; depicted on FyR SljdzA LIWISR G2 f
Christmas cards and crib people to victory over their
Scenes. enemies. Instead, the story
| YRS 2F  O2 dNE S =eVepl§ Bgrighieninggrathy »
familiar story ¢ one with God has come to his people

which nost people, both in not in a king or a warriorbut

and out of the church, feel in a humble chd. God is to be
GSNE O2 Y Fs2andi b o t do4nd [nlg weakness and
very simple storythough, if vulnerablllty-of a baby in a
we hear it properly, it has manger;not in power, wealth
great power; power to or military authority. The

guestion and challengenuch message is radicaGod 5 Qu
that we hold dear to be found in the powerful;

D2R AayQid G2 0SS 73
The message is simply this: who have authority, control

that God is present wittus, and dominon; but, rather,is
God is in our midsthut if we to be found, in the weakihe
want to find him, we have to helpless andhe suffering.

look in rather unlikely places.
And that message surely

In the Christmas story, people should have the power to jolt
were crying out to God for us out ofour festive nostalgia;
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to waken us from our turkey
and mulled wine induced
sleep It strikes at the very
heart of our lives and of our
society in which power and
wealth are still rewarded and
accorded status whereas
those facing poverty and
vulnerability are, all too often
marginalised and unheard.

But, the Christmas story
presents a fundamental
challenge to this way of
things It says thatthat which
we despise, that which we
R2y Qi @I tdzS |
to us is worthlessthat which
has no place in our societis

a fitting vessel for the
manifestation of God.
That familiar, simple

Christmas story, which evokes
awarm feeling of security and
well-being in us, with

attendant images of snow,
Christmas trees and choirboys
has a sharp cutting edge. A
cutting edge which pierces
right to the centre of our
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Pebbles on the shore

political, social and
ecclesiastical hierarchies and
challenges th very

assumptions and tenets upon
which they are based. No

longer can we judge a
LISNE2Y Q& 62NIK O
his wealth or position, no
longer can we judge a
LISNBR2Y Qa @ fdsS I C
her intellect or power. No
longer can we reject, exclude
orignoretl? aS 6K2 62y Qi
OFryQit FAOG Ayid2z2 2d

longer can we trample on the
rights of the powerless and no

'Iorgggr 2can W\fé Ie>9plor[ tlfn%éeo K

who are desperate or who
have no voice.

The Christmas story is radical
because it asserts that infinite
value and infinké worth can
be found especially in those
who are despised and
rejected by the rest of society
- in those whan we ignore
and exclude.

YR &z
up; to question our values

g SQNB T2 ND



Pebbles on the shore

and assumptionisto change
our opinions of peopleto see
in all pegle that which is of
great value;to recognise and
acknowledge the presence of
God in our midst and in all
people no matter what their
status, wealth or position.

And so this Christmasiave a
wonderful time and enjoyhe
festivities to the full But
whSy AdQa I ff
minced piesand mulled wine
have run outand when the
months of urkey sandwiches
have set inperhaps we might
also remember thapowerful
and disturbing  message
contained in the Christmas
story, and do something
about it.

2

Tim

2011

Sunday 18 Decembe
11.00 am: Young
Church Nativity;

3.00 pm: Service of
Lessons and Carols

Saturday 24 Bcember
(Christmas Eve)
4.00 pm: Christingles;
11.30 pm: Midnight
Mass

Sunday 25 Decembe
(Christmas Day)
8.00 am: Eucharist
(1662);

10.00 am: Family
Eucharist.

uO°b

,,’ .\*
%
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m’/\/ The Prayer Group are hosting a series of prayer meetin
for Advent. These will take place weekly, on Tuesday|
afternoons at 2.30pm in the church hall. There will be :
different leader each week, including Tim and hopefully
Valerie, and will include quiet music, appropriate prayers
meditations and intercessions.

Advent Prayer Meetings

These neetings are open to everyone. You are invited tq
dip in to one or two or come to all of thénthe choice is
yours. They are there to help you in your Advent journey
and to provide a peaceful time to refresh yourselve
spiritually amidst the hectic physicgreparations for
Christmas. Nothing will be asked of yoy ust t o

A

to 6do. 0

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to a
Doreen or Margaret.

May God be with all of us in this Advent time of waiting.

6God waits silent/\y
in our innerrecesses, N¢
the chambers of our soul,
gazing lovingly

on our treasure,
awaiting our r

(Yvonne Morland)
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All are welcome to come along to any or all of these events ar
partake of a nice cup of tea or coffee afterwards.

Monday 12" December - is our Christmas Party with a festive quiz,
carol singing, lots of laughs and nibbles.

Please come along and join us for some fun and good company.

All ofour events areneld in the Church Hall, start at 7.30 pm.
; ‘ and we are normally heading home by 9.00 pm.

We do notmeeting again until January 2.

347 Yvonne Gosling, Secretary | -
VS )
) Y !
Decorating the Church for Christmas Y

will be on Saturday 17th December at
10.00. Could all my helpers plus anyone ¢

A

K
who would like to join in please give Pyt
me their names. iii;ii

It has been suggested that the flower/ Our thanks to the members ch

rota should be put up again and some Holy Trinity Congregation who
of you have asked if tould give a few support our after-Church

lessons on how to do the altar flowers. Coffees/Teas. During the

would be happy to do thi§ in j[he New past year we have raised
Year and will put a notice in the

Lo £1,200 for Church Funds.
\\ February magazine Gill Wardell

Doreen Esnol and Fay Spink

[ Our thanks to you too ladies 0 well done! (Ed)
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Young Church News

lainwedge ent er ed the Peopl ebds Bible
Oasis centre in the Kingsgate. Al though his picture of Daniel and
the Lionds Den did not win, t he
with his submission and both telephoned and sent a little note to
commend him on his entry . lain received a Bible World pencil,
rubber and ruler. He was , however, even more excited by the
Lion bar he was also given!

P
-

# 1 ‘;‘ c
i “ ‘@ _‘./:.('

&
XN

Blue Peter Bake a Difference

Thank you to everyone who bought our baking on Sunday's
November for the Blue Peter Bake Sale. We raised £19. The

Blue Peter appeal this year is for BBC Children in Need.

Rebecca & Sarah Cromwell
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November 12h
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This is just a brief mention of a wonderful and Spirifilled day
members of churches across the Diocese speAtO 3 08 0 A
Saturday 12" November. We were able to share experiences
from all our very different angles z some, like ourselves, are
working through Mission Action Plans, some are working
towards these with facilitators and others are not yet involve in
the process. However, one very good point was magewe are all
casting the net in our worship and life together as Christian
communities.

During small group discussions a number of common themes
became apparent, including the importance of worship Hat
inspires, the significance of different kinds of music, reflecting
where we all are as communities in our journeys of faith, looking
for internal spiritual growth, praying before doing, the backing of
our churches for our individual channels of outreah, the
importance of welcomers (including the need for training) and
OEA pPOTITOEIT T&£ 1 OOOCAI OAO AO
We also explored ways in which we could in our area groups
offer support and encouragement to each other and share ideas.
Our area group epressed the strong possibility of incorporating
this within the framework of Area Council meetings, which are
now going to be open to everyone in our churches due to their
increasing use as educational forums.

Margaret Dineley.

CASTING THE NET

Growing Faith Communities in the Diocese of St. Andrews
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The Churches of Scotlangwith a thought to local history throughmaps

There was an article in the Dundee Courier on 7 November that attracted
attention due to an interest in things past and archaeologiaatl in the history
of Dunfermline. Scottish Church Heritage Resea®DHR) is a comparative
new, small organisation that is creating a database of all buildings and pl
used for worship in Scotland in some considerable detail and importantly, a
friendly way. The website isttp://www.scottishchurches.org.ukand it seems
to have great potential for the reader with an interest in these things, whethe
be in history, architecture or the development of churches in a partict
locality. Locating any church is easy its location is enabled through a link 1
Streetmap. Photographs are aplenty.

Our own Holy Trinity Church (the second, or is the third with this name in
town as you will see) features with a description and photos
http://www.scottishchurches.org.uk/sites/site/id/2265/name/Holy+Trinity+Epi
copal+Church+Dunfermline+Fife

hdzNJ A &80GSN) OKdzNOKXZ { G al Ndbisheed Buawit®
no other information other than the map link. This site has had recent r
build housing, just opposite Masterton Farm and no trace now exists, tho
the purpose of the site is preserved in the name of one of the houses tt
whichretains some of the boundary of the church site. It is interesting to tr:
the history of this location (or any other) via a great websitettp://www.old -
maps.co.uk/maps.htmthat has a library of histrical maps since the mid 1800
By looking at all the maps for the same location, a picture can be gradually
up to show the changes and development over the years to today. See wha
there before your house was built!

There are great opportunigs to contribute to the SCHR website wit
knowledge, reference or photos as well as providing interest and entertain
for you to browse on a local basis or place known to you or your family.

Nﬁ

Phil Smithard
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One day, God speaks to Noah:

6Nba, God says, ol want you t ¢
O6What , |l i ke the | ast one?"' , S ¢
6Yes,' repHX eesptGotdhi s ti me, |
Oh! And shall | lead all the animals into it, two by two, like last
time?', says Noah. —

0 N o s timte hanly want you to lead fish into it'. o)
Noah is a little puzzled. 6 Just f i sh?"', as
6Yes, ' s@lyrs fGadt., just car "
0Just Whpaarp?? Noah asks.

OWell ', says God, 0O I|-stovegcamhrkiay

Spirituality Event

The Spirituality Event which was due to have taken place ol
November 12 was postponed due to the illness of Valerie,
our curate, who was heavily involved in the organisation and
running of the day.

The event, which is to be ecumenical, has now rbee-
scheduled for Saturday, $5February and will be held at
Rosyth Methodist Church. The date chosen is the first Saturda
in Lent, our aim being to offer a spiritually uplifting experience
as we all start our journeys through Lent to Easter.

More detals will be made available closer to the time, but in
the meantime if anyone has any questions or wishes to
express an interest in attending please contact Margaret
Dineley fnargaret.dineley@googlemail.coan 01383 624377).

Page
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